STATEMENT CONCERNING THE SIT-IN DECEMBER 17, 1969

The following statement was prepared under the auspices of the Academic Senate for
the pus pose of informing the faculty about the events pertaining to the sit-in in the
Dean of Students' Office on December 17, 1969, Included are a chronological
description of those events, a description of the role of the Academic Senate and its

Executive Committee and several pertinent documents

P

e ﬂk}iverré_ity News Bureau on the basis of President Jamrich's account of the events
ed the fai‘lowing release which is presented in full.

sitwin‘ in z:ha* ei‘i‘ices of the Dean of Students by members of the Black
ente Aeseciatmn protesting a ruling of guilty given by the Student
mmxtﬁee agamst Cha.rles Grszva, a senjor from Grand Rapzds,

articipating ‘n the sit-in demonstration, which according
€ BSA pre ident, involved 140 in total, were peaceful
of the demonstration, They allowed business
while condm:tmg- their demonstration in
he BSA contends that the total
a ‘eé that no more than 85 members
e ata y one mme.




; Sy -

He went on to say that 'the procedures developed through our subors
cannot be abandoned at the whim of an individual or a group.

Noting that the accused student was now in a position to appeal the
: dacis_inn to the Faculty-Student Judiciary, the Pre sident stated that 'force
"and « sercion do not have a place in this setting.

on and the qﬁuées were
otified hy the Umver srty




i ¥

Jamrichk immediately returned, and tried twice to enter the office, but
-was pushed back each time. He then asked the students to release Niemi,
~but to no avail.

he President then went to the Campus Security Office and called the
ﬁi‘\mrszt}' attornays to have thern: pre pare to have the injunction authorized

, praSident of the BSA, informed of the committee's decision,
iced it to the black students. They then released Niemi and began ;

to take th‘ matter tcs m:mrt. Others stayed to help clean up

cf their szt-m. Thls included broken
'amge typawrzters, broken Chrmtmas




.

'I know of no person who has been more under
I stand be -

early Thursday, stating that
standing of the needs of the black students than Dr. Jamrich,

. hind him 2s a man who has been fair to all from the word go.'

fact ultv beca.me mvolved when President Jamrich asked the Executive Committee

te to meet with him at 3:00 p.m. _December 17 to discuss the

s hem m progreds.  Because of the emergency nature of the situation,
| insuificient time to assemble the entire Academic Senate.

A

, esident and then in separate se
Rcim:} was passed unanimously. "Professor McCle

rep’resenmt;ve cf the Executive Committee of the Academén
3 He is not to be considereé a
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